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Executive Summary

The participation of all students in state assessments used for accountability has been an in-
creasingly emphasized policy and practice push since the mid-1990s. In recent years, there
has been a shift in emphasis to consortia of states working together to develop new assessment
systems based on common standards that stress college and career readiness. Most states have
adopted a set of English Language Arts and Mathematics standards developed by the National
Governors’ Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers, along with a host of
other organizations (see www.corestandards.org). Four consortia have been funded to develop
new assessment systems: two that are developing regular assessment systems (Partnership for
Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers—PARCC, and Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium—SBAC), and two that are developing systems for alternate assessments based on
alternate achievement standards (Dynamic Learning Maps—DLM, and National Center and
State Collaborative—NCSC).

Since 1992, the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) has analyzed participation
and accommodation policies for students with disabilities on state administered assessments,
and has developed reports on policies for regular assessments, alternate assessments based
on modified achievement standards (AA-MAS), and alternate assessments based on alternate
achievement standards (AA-AAS). This report focuses on participation policies for AA-AAS.
Publicly available participation guidelines were compiled and analyzed for 58 states and entities
(Washington DC, Guam, etc.). In addition to providing a national picture of policies, we have
organized the results of our policy analysis by each of the four content assessment consortia
(PARCC, SBAC, DLM, NCSC).

Participation Options Across States

States and consortia had different policies about whether to allow combined participation (i.e.,
student may take the AA-AAS for one content area and an AA-MAS or regular assessment for
another). Eleven states and entities allowed combined participation, while four states did not
allow it. Three states did not allow selective participation in which a student participated in the
AA-AAS for one or more content areas, but was not assessed in other content areas. For the
other participation options, seven states allowed participation adjusted for testing window and
three states allowed participation adjusted for disability. Depending on the consortia, one to six
states allowed combined participation across consortia, and one to two states did not. Across
three of the consortia, two states also allowed adjusted participation based on a student’s dis-
ability, by allowing a different form of the alternate or by allowing certain items to be exempt
for certain students. Consortia working on developing an AA-AAS should address whether
their policies will allow for combined participation; this decision is one that is likely to have
an impact on the regular assessment consortia as well as the AA-AAS consortia.


http://www.corestandards.org

One to four states in the consortia allowed adjustments in participation based on student arrival
or decision timing in relation to the AA-AAS testing window. Some states in our review limited
the participation of late arriving students by reducing the number of items completed within a
content area, by reducing the number of content areas attempted, or by allowing a student’s file
to be submitted without sample work, with or without a petition for exemption based on time
of arrival. It would be useful for states to anticipate in policy what flexibility will be allowed,
and what logistical expectations, specific to transfer of student materials, may be set for dif-
ferent types of transfers (e.g., within and outside a consortium) in relation to testing windows.

Criteria Allowed and Not Allowed Across States

All states’” written participation policies for the AA-AAS addressed the criteria that could and
could not be used for making participation decisions. Criteria mentioned by at least five states
were numerous, including 25 criteria that could be used for AA-AAS participation decisions
and 14 criteria that could not be used. The top two criteria listed by states were that the student
has a significant cognitive disability, and that the decision is made by the IEP team; both of
these were included in their written policies by 49 states and entities. The most frequently
listed criterion that could not be used was disability label or characteristics (n=40). A small
number of states and entities either required 1Q scores or mentioned a typical score range as
a suggestion for participation decisions. It is important for states to discuss when criteria are
requirements and when they are simply suggestions.

It is not clear how differences across states in their participation criteria might affect the goal
of ensuring that the appropriate population of students participates in the AA-AAS. Training
and professional development will benefit from consistent materials within a consortium.
Several factors will enter into this:

» The level of detail used in defining the criteria used for determining whether a student should
participate inthe AA-AAS (e.g., communication deficit versus non-symbolic communicator)

» Requirements for including certain pieces of information or documentation
» Transition plans for implementation of the new assessments

» Strictness regarding requirements versus guidelines in criteria clarified in materials and
training.

Decisions for English Language Learners (ELLS)

Several states mentioned English Language Learner (ELL) status of students and how this
might affect decisions about participation in the AA-AAS. Most often, the policies mentioned



an allowance for new arrivals to the country being exempt from participation in Reading/ELA
assessments. An important factor to consider in decision-making is to ensure that eligibility
criteria are communicated within a state in a consistent way for all population groups across
documents. Several states gave specific instructions to be used for ELLSs either in the same
document as for all students with IEPs or in a separate ELL document. For states that choose
to present this information in multiple documents, it is important to keep content updated in
both the special education and ELL documents, or to note on older documents that certain
information is outdated.

States’ references to ELLs in AA-AAS participation decision rarely distinguished between
ELL status and English proficiency, and the implications of those differences for making deci-
sions about participation in an AA-AAS. Greater clarity about the participation of ELLs with
significant cognitive disabilities probably is needed.
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Overview

The participation of all students in state assessments used for accountability has been an increas-
ingly emphasized policy and practice push since the mid-1990s (Shriner, Ysseldyke, Thurlow,
& Honetschlager, 1994; Thurlow & Ysseldyke, 1997). Students with the most significant cogni-
tive disabilities participate in alternate assessments based on alternate achievement standards
(AA-AAS). Most students with disabilities participate in the regular assessment, with or without
accommodations. A few states also have an alternate assessment based on modified achieve-
ment standards (AA-MAS) or alternate assessment based on grade-level achievement standards
(AA-GLAS) that some students with disabilities take.

In recent years, there has been a shift in emphasis to consortia of states working together to
develop new assessment systems based on common standards that stress college and career
readiness (Achieve, 2010; Porter, McMaken, Hwang, & Yang, 2011). Most states have adopted
a set of English Language Arts and Mathematics standards developed by the National Gover-
nors’ Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers, along with a host of other
organizations (see www.corestandards.org). Four consortia have been funded to develop new
assessment systems: two that are developing regular assessment systems (Partnership for As-
sessment of Readiness for College and Careers—PARCC, and Smarter Balanced Assessment
Consortium—SBAC), and two that are developing systems for alternate assessments based on
alternate achievement standards (Dynamic Learning Maps—DLM, and National Center and
State Collaborative—NCSC).

States have developed participation guidelines, containing a set of criteria, for determining which
students are eligible to participate in the different assessment options. Individualized Education
Program (IEP) teams use participation guidelines to determine which assessment option is ap-
propriate for individual students. Currently different states in the each consortium have different
criteria for participation in their AA-AAS. States in the consortia have different perspectives
on how students with disabilities are included in their assessments, and the consortia need to
develop shared participation criteria (NCEO, 2011).

Since 1992, the National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) has analyzed participation
and accommaodation policies for students with disabilities on state administered assessments,
and these generally have focused almost entirely on policies for regular assessments (see Chris-
tensen, Braam, Scullin, & Thurlow, 2011), with other assessments, such as the alternate assess-
ment based on modified achievement standards (AA-MAS), and alternate assessments based
on achievement standards (AA-AAS) merged in with the policies for the regular assessment.
Separate reports were developed for the AA-MAS (Lazarus, Hodgson, Price, & Thurlow, 2011;
Lazarus, Hodgson, & Thurlow, 2010; Lazarus, Rogers, Cormier, & Thurlow, 2008). This report
focuses on participation policies for the AA-AAS. In addition to providing a national picture
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of policies, we have organized the results of our policy analysis by each of the four content as-
sessment consortia (PARCC, SBAC, DLM, NCSC).

Prior to this report, the most recent study of participation guidelines focused solely on the AA-
AAS (Musson, Thomas, Towles-Reeves, & Kearns, 2010) examined policies for the 50 states
that were available during a window of time in October, 2007. That study included state docu-
ments from 2003-04 to 2007-08.

This report provides an updated analysis of state participation policies for the AA-AAS. It
examines information on both the participation options that states provide and the criteria that
states indicate may or may not be used in making decisions about participation in the AA-AAS.

Methods

NCEO staff reviewed state and special entity department of education websites, and collected
information on participation policies in August and September of 2011. The data were then
compiled and analyzed. (See Appendix A for a list of the documents used in this analysis.) Staff
compiled notes using Excel on participation options. The notes categorized the participation
criteria using a list of explicit criteria that states allowed or did not allow in making decisions
about participation in AA-AAS. Additional information also was collected on participation op-
tions and adjustments to participation (see Results for definitions).

Individualized profiles were then developed for each state that contained the participation in-
formation that had been compiled. The profiles were then verified with the states to help ensure
that the most accurate and current data had been compiled. An e-mail explaining our request for
verification, with the individualized state form, was sent to state assessment directors or to state
AA-AAS staff, if they were noted on the state website. These e-mails were sent on November,
21, 2011 and the requested deadline for response was December 23, 2011. A short extension to
this deadline was allowed for gathering and clarifying data into early January, 2012. If a state
requested changes, we required evidence of a written document before accepting the change.

Overall, 36 states and entities verified data in response to the request. As a result of feedback
during verification, NCEO refined the analysis categories to better reflect how states were using
terms. This approach to categorizing state data resulted in fewer assumptions about uses of terms.

We obtained policy data from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and seven special entities
(American Samoa, Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Republic of the Marshall Islands,
Republic of Palau, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands, and Virgin Islands). We did
find general information online about the AA-AAS for Puerto Rico, but it did not include in-
formation about AA-AAS criteria or participation options, so is not included here. We did not
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gather information for the Bureau of Indian Education, which uses the policies of the states in
which its schools are located. Fifty-eight states had publicly available documents that contained
participation information.

Several states and entities referred NCEO to additional documents during the verification pro-
cess. At least one state referred to documents across more than one year of publication. In these
cases, we used the date of the document or website with the most recent information to note
the date of publication. Overall, 9% of the states and entities had documents from before the
2010-2011 school year, 43% had documents for the 2010-2011 school year, 41% had documents
for 2011-2012 school year, and 7% of the states and entities had no date on their documents.

Of the documents found for these analyses, 15% of state participation information came from
regular assessment policy documents that included assessments given to all students. Other
information on participation came from separate special education documents for 53% of the
states and entities. Participation information that mentioned English language learners was
found in 12% of states’ and entities’ documents.

We organized the presented results both overall and for each of the four content assessment
consortia. These four consortia are referred to in figures by their abbreviations:

DLM: Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment Consortium, AA-AAS
NCSC:  National Center and State Collaborative, AA-AAS

PARCC: Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers, Regular
SBAC: Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium, Regular

The state membership in the consortia was accurate as of January, 2012. Some states were in
both consortia at that time, and others were in none of the consortia (Minnesota, Nebraska, and
Texas).

All figures in the results section of this report reflect criteria or categories that were mentioned
by at least five states. More complete information, including results for criteria included in
policies by fewer than five states, can be found in tables presented in Appendix B (see Table
B4 and Table B6). Also, the specific policy language for criteria allowed and not allowed for
each state is provided in Appendix B tables B8 and B9.

Results

Results are presented in three sections. The first section summarizes findings about participa-
tion options that were allowed or not allowed for AA-AAS. The second section addresses the
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specific criteria that were allowed or not allowed for making participation decisions. The third
section addresses ELL status and participation criteria.

Participation Options

This section summarizes the AA-AAS participation options found in state policy documents
across all 58 states and entities that had detailed participation policy information. It presents
information on the number of states that allowed or did not allow each option.

Circumstances under which policies indicated that a student was not counted as participating
in the AA-AAS were similar to those of the regular assessment. For example, they included
student absence on day of testing, parent exemption, and student refusal.

Our analysis focused on participation options specific to the AA-AAS. The options for partici-
pation would most typically be selected prior to the opening of a state’s assessment window.
The options are:

Combined Participation: Students may take the AA-AAS for one content area and
another assessment for another content area (e.g., regular, other alternate).

Selective Participation: Students may take certain content areas of the AA-AAS, but
not others.

Adjusted Participation for Testing Window: Student may have adjusted participation
based on time of arrival or testing window.

Adjusted Participation for Disability: Student takes a different form of the AA-AAS
or does not take certain items that a state deems to be unsuitable for students with certain
disabilities (e.g., blind or deaf).

Other: Additional information regarding participation policy that does not constitute
another participation option.

Figure 1 shows the participation options with the total number of states and entities that allowed
or did not allow each option. Not all states and entities specifically addressed these options in
their documents. Information about the various participation options were found in only 20
states’ policies. As seen in Figure 1, 11 states allowed combined participation while 4 states did
not allow it. Three states did not allow selective participation, in which a student participated in
the AA-AAS for one or more content areas, but was not assessed in other content areas. For the
other participation options, 7 states allowed adjusted participation for testing window and 3 states
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allowed adjusted participation for disability. Six states had other information about participation
options. (See Tables B1 and B2 in Appendix B for additional details about participation options.)

Figure 1. Number of States and Entities that Allow and Do Not Allow Each Participation

Options* (N=20)
Combined Alowed NI SENENE 11

Combined Not Allowed [N 4

Selective Not Allowed [N 3

Adjusted for Disability Allowed [NNEENGEGG 4
Adjusted for Testing Window Allowed [N -

Has Other Information m 6

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

*N=20 states and entities with publicly available participation option information
Participation Options by Consortia

Figure 2 shows the number of states and entities in each consortium that allowed or did not
allow each of the participation options. The number of states identified for each consortium
(and on which the percentage is based) is the number of states and entities in the consortium; it
does not indicate the number of states with information on the participation options. As shown
in the figure, all consortia had at least one state that allowed and at least one state that did not
allow the combined participation option. In percentages, the range was from 8% (DLM) to 25%
(NCSC) that allowed combined participation and from 4% (NCSC) to 8% (DLM and PARCC)
that did not allow combined participation. In three of the consortia, at least five states allow
combined participation (20% to 25% of the states in the consortium). No state allowed selective
participation, but one state each in DLM and NCSC, and two states each in PARCC and SBAC
specifically did not allow it.

Across the consortia only one to four states with available data allowed for adjusted participation
for testing window. Similarly, only a few states with available data allowed adjusted participa-
tion for disability (0 in DLM to 4 in NCSC).
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Figure 2. Number of States and Entities by Consortia that Allow or Do Not Allow Participation
Options*

Combined Allowed (25%) 6

Combined Not Allowed (4%) 1

Selective Not Allowed (4%) 1

Adjusted for Disability Allowed (4%) 1
Adjusted for Test Window Allowed (17%) 4

Combined Allowed (8%) 1
Combined Not Allowed (8%) E 1
Selective Not Allowed (8%) 1
0
—

=24)

NCSC (N

13)

DLM (N

Adjusted for Disability Allowed (0%)
Adjusted for Test Window Allowed (8%)

24)

Combined Allowed (21%) 5

Combined Not Allowed (8%) 2

Selective Not Allowed (8%) 2

Adjusted for Disability Allowed (4%) 1
Adjusted for Test Window Allowed (12%) 3

PARCC (N

30)

Combined Allowed (20%) 6

Combined Not Allowed (7%)

Selective Not Allowed (7%)

Adjusted for Disability Allowed (7%)
Adjusted for Test Window Allowed (7%)

SBAC (N

N NDNDN

o
[
N
(<))
~

3 4 5

*N=20 states with information, Consortia Ns are total states within each consortia
Criteria for Participation

The following sections address participation criteria that were allowed and not allowed. Results
are presented first for all states and entities, and then organized by the four consortia. The tables
are structured to address criteria mentioned most frequently by states overall. This information
is followed by a section on policy information for English language learners.

Criteria for Participation: Allowed

Figure 3 shows the 25 criteria that could be used for AA-AAS participation decisions; as de-
scribed in the Methods section, this figure includes only those criteria mentioned by at least five
states. The top two criteria (student has a significant cognitive disability; participation decision
to be made by IEP team) were listed by 49 states and entities. The next most frequently listed
criterion was the need for substantial adjustments to the student’s curriculum (n = 44). Six ad-
ditional criteria were listed by at least 30 states and entities (must consider eligibility criteria,
has current IEP, significant supports needed to access curriculum, modifications on regular
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assessment compromise validity, documented reason why AA-AAS is appropriate, disability
category/characteristics).

Additional details about the participation criteria that are allowed are in Table B3 in Appendix
B. Criteria that were listed by fewer than five states overall are listed in Appendix Table B4. For
example, four states required that 1Q scores be used in the decision-making process. Detailed
specification notes for all the participation criteria are in Table B5.

Figure 3. Number of State and Entities that Allow Specific Participation Criteria to be Used for
Participation Decisions*

Has significant cognitive disability

IEP team decision

Substantial adjustments to curriculum

Must consider eligibility criteria

Has current IEP

Significant supports needed to access curriculum
odifications on other assessments compromise validity
Documented reason for why it is appropriate
Disability category/characteristics

Requires extensive support in daily activities
Adaptive behavior deficit

Performance measured against AAS

Curriculum may include functional and living skills
Individual student needs

Decision timing

Enrolled grade

Current and historical data used

Evidence in IEP for each criteria required

Ensure instruction is linked to standards

Informed parents about consequences
Communication deficits

Very low achievement compared to same aged peers
Not expected to reach regular diploma

Uses devices /assist tech

Communication mode

60

*N=58
Definitions of criteria:

Has significant cognitive disability: This term varied by state, but was noted if language approximated the
term (e.g., significant cognitive disability, significant or severe disability, or any specific criteria to define these)

IEP team decision: IEP team makes decision, but explicit team members mentioned varied across states.

Substantial adjustments to curriculum: Substantive changes made to curriculum of student.
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Has current IEP: Explicit or inferred language about IEP being current.

Must consider eligibility criteria: Language that required that criteria be considered in making a participation
decision, with a range from requiring that all criteria be met to a simple requirement that some or all criteria be
considered; Decision-tree formats were one indication of the need to consider criteria.

Significant supports needed to access curriculum: Significant supports which may include teacher supports
or significant accommodations or modifications for student to access the curriculum.

Modifications needed in other assessment(s) compromise validity: Modifications that student would need
to participate in a regular assessment would compromise validity. This includes not being able to participate in
regular assessment with either accommodations or modifications.

Documented reason for why AA-AAS is appropriate: State requires documented reason for why it is appropri-
ate for student to take AA-AAS. This does not necessarily include evidence for the reason given, but may include
signed statements on forms, signed checklists, etc.

Disability category/characteristics: Student’s disability category (e.g., Multiple Disabilities, Traumatic Brain
Injury, etc.) as well as any descriptive characteristics of challenges a student may have.

Requires extensive support in daily activities: This includes extensive supports needed for daily activities with
emphasis on either academic or non-academic activities during the student’s day.

Adaptive behavior deficit: Student has challenges in behavior needed for daily skills. (Focus here is on student
adaptive skills, in contrast to supports needed for daily activities, or a curriculum component)

Curriculum may include functional and living skills: Functional or living skills are part of student’s curriculum.

Performance measured against alternate achievement standards: Performance either in daily assessments
or assessments are measured against a state’s alternate achievement standards.

Individual student needs: Explicit mention of considering individual student’s needs.

Enrolled grade: Enrolled grade of student is used for determining aspects of participation, such as which con-
tent test to administer, or with regard to appropriate alternate achievement standards.

Decision timing: Timing of a decision may refer to when a participation decision is made for a student relative to
an assessment window, or the development or updating of an IEP in order to participate, etc.

Current and historical data used: Past or current data to be used in making a decision; specific data required
varies across states

Evidence in IEP for each criteria required: State requires evidence for each criterion in IEP to participate. This
may include evidence for sub-criteria

Ensure instruction is linked to standards: Requires that instruction student had or currently has is linked to
the state’s standards.

Informed parents about consequences: Parents are informed about state or district consequences of a stu-
dent’s participation in the AA-AAS.

Communication deficits: Receptive or expressive difficulties in communication. (This may overlap with commu-
nication mode, but is separate here to reflect broad policy that does not specify a mode.)

Very low achievement compared to same aged peers: Student achievement in any content area is very low
compared to other students of the same age.

Not expected to reach regular diploma: Student is not expected to complete a standard academic curricula
that leads to a regular diploma.

Uses devices/assistive technology: General or specified uses of various devices or assistive technology to
provide access to program of study.

Communication mode: Receptive or expressive difficulties in communication that specifies a mode (e.g., eye
gaze, cries, facial expressions, regularized gestures, signs, pictures, etc.)

The exact specifications of criteria differed across states. For example, the criterion has a
significant cognitive disability, was explained by states in different ways. Examples of state
specifications are:

3 NCEO



Arizona: Evidence of a Significant Cognitive Disability: Empirical evidence (formal
testing results, multidisciplinary evaluation team results, etc.) of a significant cognitive
disability prevents the acquisition of the grade-level Arizona Academic Content Stan-
dards. Please note that students with learning disabilities who have overall intellectual
and/or adaptive behavior abilities within the average range are not students with most
significant cognitive disabilities. The student functions like a student with MR across all
areas: commensurate abilities in mathematics, reading, and writing, adaptive behavior
scores, and measures of intellectual abilities.

Colorado: Does the student have an Individualized Education Program (IEP)? AND
Evidence of a Significant Cognitive Disability?

Georgia: Has significant cognitive disability: Does the student have significant intel-
lectual disabilities or a combination of intellectual disabilities with motor, sensory, or
emotional behavior disabilities?

Nebraska: Possesses significant limitations, both in intellectual functioning and adaptive
behavior, expressed in conceptual, social, and practical adaptive skills.

New Jersey: The United States Department of Education (USDOE) non-regulatory
guidance .... The guidance states that: “only students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities may be assessed based on alternate achievement standards. ...the Department
intended the term “students with the most significant cognitive disabilities” to include
that small number of students who are (1) within one or more of the existing categories
of disability under the IDEA (e.g., autism, multiple disabilities, traumatic brain injury,
etc.); and (2) whose cognitive impairments may prevent them from attaining grade-
level achievement standards, even with the very best instruction.” Is the nature of the
student’s cognitive disability severe?

For detailed information about individual criterion specifications refer to Table B8 in Appendix
B. As is evident in Appendix Table B8, most states require a combination of criteria for IEP
teams to use in making participation decisions for students in assessments.

Consortia Participation Criteria Allowed

Figure 4 shows the participation criteria mentioned by at least five states and entities in each of
the four consortia working on content assessments. It also indicates the percentage of states in
each consortia that have each criterion. The number of states in each consortium, as indicated
after the consortia name, was the denominator used to calculate the percentages. The top three
criteria allowed by states were the same across the four consortia, though in slightly different
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orders: Has significant cognitive disability, IEP team decision, and Substantial adjustments to
curriculum.

Figure 4. Number of States and Entities by Consortia that Allow Selected Criteria to be Used
for Participation Decisions

Has significant cognitive disability (83%) 20

IEP team decision (75%) 18

Substantial adjustments to curriculum (67%) 16

Must consider eligibility criteria (67%) 16

[y
D

Significant supports needed to access curriculum (58%)

Has current IEP (58%)

[y
D

[EEN
w

Modifications on other assessment(s) compromise validity (54%)

=
w

Disability category/characteristics (54%)

Documented reason for why it is appropriate (50%) 12

24)

Curriculum may include functional and living skills (46%) 11

Adaptive behavior deficit (46%) 11

Enrolled grade (46%) 11

NCSC (N

Requires extensive support in daily activities (42%) 10

Performance measured against alternate achiev. standards (37%)

Ensure instruction is linked to standards (33%)

Informed parents about consequences (29%)

Evidence in IEP for each criteria required (29%)

Individual student needs (29%)

Decision timing (25%)

Current and historical data used (21%)
Not expected to reach regular diploma (21%)

12
11
11

Substantial adjustments to curriculum (92%)
Has significant cognitive disability (85%)

IEP team decision (85%)

Has current IEP (69%)

13)

Modifications on other assessment(s) compromise validity (61%)

DLM (N

Significant supports needed to access curriculum (54%)
Documented reason for why it is appropriate (54%)

Adaptive behavior deficit (54%)

Must consider eligibility criteria (54%)

Performance measured against alternate achiev. standards (46%)
Requires extensive support in daily activities (38%)

Disability category/characteristics (38%)
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Figure 4. Number of States and Entities by Consortia that Allow Selected Criteria to be Used
for Participation Decisions (continued)
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PARCC (N

Has significant cognitive disability (92%)

Substantial adjustments to curriculum (83%)

|IEP team decision (83%)

Adaptive behavior deficit (54%)

Significant supports needed to access curriculum (54%)

Must consider eligibility criteria (54%)

Has current IEP (50%)

Modifications on other assessment(s) compromise validity (50%)

Curriculum may include functional and living skills (46%)

Enrolled grade (46%)

Requires extensive support in daily activities (42%)

Evidence in IEP for each criteria required (42%)

Disability category/characteristics (42%)

Decision timing (37%)

Current and historical data used (37%)

Individual student needs (37%)

Documented reason for why it is appropriate (33%)

Ensure instruction is linked to standards (29%)

Performance measured against alternate achiev. standards (29%)

=30)

SBAC (N

|

IEP team decision (97%)

Has significant cognitive disability (83%)

Substantial adjustments to curriculum (80%)

Must consider eligibility criteria (67%)

Requires extensive support in daily activities (57%)

Has current IEP (57%)

Modifications on other assessment(s) compromise validity (53%)

Significant supports needed to access curriculum (53%)

Documented reason for why it is appropriate (53%)

Adaptive behavior deficit (50%)

Individual student needs (43%)

Performance measured against alternate achiev. standards (40%)

Disability category/characteristics (40%)

Current and historical data used (37%)

Decision timing (37%)

Curriculum may include functional and living skills (30%)

—

Enrolled grade (27%)

—— 8

Very low achievement compared to peers (23%)

Ensure instruction is linked to standards (20%)

—

Informed parents about consequences (20%)

Evidence in IEP for each criteria required (20%)

Communication deficits (20%)
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Figure 5 shows the 14 criteria that states indicated could not be used for AA-AAS participation
decisions; this list includes only those criteria mentioned by at least five states. Forty states cited
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disability label or characteristics as a criterion that could not be used. Language/social/cultural or
economic difference (N=31) and extended absences (N=30) were the next most frequently listed.

Additional details about the participation criteria that are not allowed are in Table B6 in Ap-
pendix B. Criteria that were listed by fewer than five states overall are listed in Appendix Table
B7. For example, one state indicated that 1Q scores could not be used when making participa-
tion decisions. Detailed specification notes for the participation criteria that are not allowed are
in Table B8.

Figure 5. Number of States and Entities That Do Not Allow Selected Participation Criteria To Be
Used in Participation Decisions *

Disability label or characteristics
Language/social/cultural or econ diff
Extended absences

Low reading level, achievement level
Expect poor perf on reg. assessment

Time in services

Administration decision

Impact of student scores on school/district
Anticipate disruptive behavior

Where instruction/services are received
Instructional level of education placement
ELL status

Has an IEP

Expected emotional duress

*N=58
Criteria Definitions:

Disability label or characteristics: Student’s disability category (e.g., Multiple Disabilities, Traumatic Brain
Injury, etc.) as well as any descriptive characteristics of challenges a student may have.

Language/social/cultural or economic difference: Language, social, cultural or economic status differences.
Extended absences: Extended absences from school that may or may not be due to student’s disability.
Low reading level, achievement level: Student has low reading level or low overall achievement.

Expect poor performance on regular assessment: Student is not expected to do well on the regular assess-
ment (or other state alternate).

Time in services: Time that student is receiving services, or a particular service.

Instruction level of educational placement: The instructional level a student is placed.

Anticipate disruptive behavior: Others expect the student will have disruptive behavior.

Administration decision: Others in administrative roles make or influence decisions.

Impact of scores on school/district: Anticipate that student scores will negatively impact a school or district.

Where instruction/services are received: Where a student receives services (e.g., homebound students, etc.)
or other program setting.
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English Language Learner status (ELL) status: Student has English language learner status.

Has an IEP: Student has an Individualized Education Program.

Expected emotional duress: Student is expected to have emotional difficulties.

Consortia Criteria Not Allowed

Figure 6 shows the participation criteria that were not allowed, organized by consortia. Again,
this figure includes only those criteria mentioned by at least five states. As in other figures, the
number of states identified for each consortium (and on which the percentage is based) is the
number of states in the consortium. The top three criteria not allowed by states in the consortia
were disability label or characteristics, extended absences, and language/social/cultural or
economic difference.

Figure 6. Number of States and Entities by Consortia that Do Not Allow Selected Criteria to be
Used in Participation Decisions

=24)

NCSC (N

Disability label or characteristics (67%)

Extended absences (42%)

Language/social/cultural or econ diff (42%)

Expect poor perf on reg. assessment (33%)

Where instruction/services are received (21%)

Time in services (21%)

=13)

DLM (N

Disability label or characteristics (61%)

Language/social/cultural or econ diff (54%)

Extended absences (54%)

Low reading level, achievement level (38%)

=24)

PARCC (N

Disability label or characteristics (62%)

Language/social/cultural or econ diff (54%)

Extended absences (50%)

Expect poor perf on reg. assessment (33%)

Low reading level, achievement level (33%)

Impact of student scores (25%)

ELL status (21%)

Instructional level of education placement (21%)

=30)

SBAC (N

Disability label or characteristics (63%)

Extended absences (50%)

Language/social/cultural or econ diff (47%)

Low reading level, achievement level (30%)

Expect poor perf on reg. assessment (27%)

Time in services (23%)

Administration decision (17%)

Instructional level of education placement (17%)

Where instruction/services are received (17%)
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ELL Status and Participation Criteria

Several states included information in their AA-AAS participation policies about how the criteria
applied to English language learners (ELLs). Often the additional information referred to the
federal exemption allowance for the Reading/ELA assessment for new arrivals to the country. In
one state, two documents addressing AA-AAS participation criteria were found: one for special
education and one for ELLs. Table 1 shows the information provided in these two documents.
Itis evident in this side-by-side presentation that although some of the information was similar
across the two documents, there were some distinct differences. Although the differences may
be due to the different years covered by the two documents, they were both the most recent
documents available and the ones to which decision makers would probably refer.

Table 1. Two Concurrent Eligibility Documents From One State

Eligibility/Participation Document (2010-11)

ELL Accommodations Document (2009-
2010)

Criterion #1: Evidence of Significant Cognitive Disabili-

ties
Student’s levels of cognitive skills and adaptive behavior are
such that extensive modifications involving accessing the
general education curriculum through the extended stan-
dards are required.

Criterion #2: Intensity of Instruction

Student requires extensive direct instruction and/or exten-

sive supports to accomplish the application and transfer of

skills to school, home, work, and community environments.

The student does not keep pace with peers, even with the
majority of students in special education, with respect to the

total number of skills acquired.

Criterion #3: Curricular Qutcomes

The student requires extensively modified instruction

focusing on a less complex application of skills in order to ac-

cess the [state] Content Standards.

Criterion #4: Exclusions

The student’s inability to participate in [regular assessment] is
NOT primarily the result of any of the following:

. Existence of an IEP;

. Specific categorical label;

. Educational placement;

. English language learner status;

. Socio-economic or cultural differences;

. Excessive or extended absences;

. Disruptive behavior;

. Student’s reading level

. The expectation that the student will not, or has not per-

formed well on the ISAT, OR

10. Sensory impairment alone (hearing or vision)

O©CoO~NOOOPA~WN-=-

a. The student’s demonstrated cognitive
ability and adaptive behavior prevents
completion of the general academic cur-
riculum even with program modifications;
b. The student’s course of study is primar-
ily functional-skill and living-skill oriented
(typically not measured by state or district
assessments); and

c. The student is unable to acquire,
maintain, or generalize skills (in multiple
settings) and demonstrate performance
of those skills without intensive frequent
individualized instruction.

Students are not to be included in the [AA-
AAS] for any of the following reasons:

a. The only determining factor is that the
student is in an LEP Program;

b. The student is academically behind
because of excessive absences or
lack of instruction; or

c. The student is unable to complete the
general academic curriculum be-
cause of socioeconomic or cultural
differences.

14
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With the increasing numbers of students with disabilities who are ELLs, and the fact that a small
portion of these students are likely to be in the AA-AAS, it is important to attend to the nature
of participation policies and criteria for these students.

Discussion

The purpose of this report was to provide information on written participation policies for the
Alternate Assessment based on Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS). Our goal was to
provide both a national picture of AA-AAS written participation policies, and a snapshot of what
these policies look like for each of the two Race-to-the-Top assessment consortia developing
a regular assessment, and each of the two General Supervision Enhancement Grant (GSEG)
assessment consortia developing an AA-AAS assessment system for students with significant
cognitive disabilities. Our review focused primarily on (2) the nature of the participation options
(e.g., whether students could participate in the AA-AAS only across content areas, or in both
an AA-AAS and another assessment—either the regular assessment or the Alternate Assess-
ment based on Modified Achievement Standards (AA-MAS); and (b) which specific criteria for
participation could and could not be used in determining whether a student would participate in
the AA-AAS or another assessment. We also noted other characteristics of some of the written
participation policies, which we highlight here as well. The information presented in the report
was based on 58 states and entities; thus, all but a few participation policies are included in both
the national summaries and for each of the consortia.

Participation Options

Nationally, written participation policies for the AA-AAS are quite variable in the extent to which
they explicitly address the participation options of combined participation (in which a student
may participate in the AA-AAS for one content area and in an AA-MAS or regular assessment
for another area) and selective participation (in which a student participates in the AA-AAS
for one content area and does not participate in any assessment for another content area). Out
of the 58 states and entities for which we found written policies that addressed participation in
detail, only 20 explicitly addressed either of these options or others (e.g., whether participa-
tion can be adjusted for testing window or for disability category). Thus, the information about
participation options is limited.

In the 20 states that explicitly addressed participation option information in their written policies,
over half (n=11) indicated that combined participation was allowed. In other words, a student
may participate in an AA-AAS for one content area, and in either a regular assessment or an
AA-MAS for another content area. Four states explicitly indicated that combined participation
was not allowed. None of the 20 states explicitly indicated that selective participation was al-
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lowed, in other words, that a student might participate in the AA-AAS for one content area and
then not be assessed at all for another content area, unless there were circumstances such as
late arrival in relation to instructional time and the assessment window. Four states explicitly
indicated that selective participation was not allowed.

The ways in which these participation options were distributed across consortia are difficult
to interpret because of the small numbers. Therefore, it is not possible to conclude that one
consortia or another has a different perspective from another on the possibility of combined
participation, simply because so few states include this information in written policies. The
same is true for selective participation.

Among the states that addressed whether students’ AA-AAS participation might vary as a function
of the testing window, seven indicated that participation could be adjusted for the testing window
and four indicated it could be adjusted for disability category. For states allowing adjustments
for late arriving students, adjustments to the testing window included reducing the number of
items completed within a content area, reducing the number of content areas attempted, and
allowing a student’s file to be submitted without sample work, with or without a petition for
exemption based on the time of arrival. Four states indicated that participation could be adjusted
for disability category, most often with a focus on students with significant cognitive disabilities
who were also blind or deaf/hard of hearing. Because of the small numbers, it is impossible to
interpret differences across consortia.

It is important for states to include explicit information on participation options in their writ-
ten participation policies. These are important topics, and should reflect the validity argument
that states are making for their AA-AAS. A consistent and well-defined population for which
an assessment is designed seems needed if valid inferences about performance are to be made.
An information survey of one of the states in one of the consortium focused on the AA-AAS
suggested that there are probably unwritten policies generally known by IEP members about
participation options, and that these unwritten policies would give a more comprehensive
picture of participation options. It seems likely that each assessment consortium will need to
have a conversation about their proposed definitions of the population expected to participate
in the AA-AAS, the implications of those definitions for participation by content area, and how
to handle potential exceptions. Then they will need to develop written participation policies
reflecting decisions made during those discussions.

Other considerations on participation should also be addressed, including policies on late arrivals
(i.e., students who begin attending a school shortly before the testing window) and the transfer
of student materials between schools, districts, or states. Only a few states explicitly addressed
these kinds of adjustments for participation. It would be useful for states to anticipate in policy
what flexibility will be allowed, and what logistical expectations, specific to transfer of student
materials, may be set for different types of transfers.
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Participation Criteria: To Use or Not to Use

All states’ written participation policies for the AA-AAS addressed the criteria that could and
could not be used for making participation decisions. Criteria mentioned by at least five states
were numerous, including 25 criteria that could be used for AA-AAS participation decisions
and 14 criteria that could not be used. The top two criteria listed by states were that the student
has a significant cognitive disability, and that the decision is made by the IEP team; both of
these were included in the written policies of 49 states and entities. The most frequently listed
criterion that could not be used was disability label or characteristics (n=40). A small number
of states and entities either required 1Q scores or mentioned a typical score range as a suggestion
for participation decisions. It is important for states to discuss when criteria are requirements
and when they are simply suggestions.

Not evident from the list of criteria was whether certain criteria had different meanings across the
states that included the criteria. Also not evident is whether certain criteria are explicit in some
states’ criteria while in other states, the criteria are embedded in their IEP documentation forms.

Also not evident in the lists of participation criteria in state documents were what seemed to
be differences in how the criteria had to be used. Some states required that all criteria be met,
while others either listed criteria or described characteristics without explicitly indicating that all
must be met. It is not clear how these kinds of differences across states might affect the resulting
group of students participating in the AA-AAS. Disability labels and characteristics constituted
a criterion that several states indicated could not be used for participation decisions, yet some
other states did refer to labels, accompanied by information on specific characteristics typical
of students for whom the AA-AAS was designed.

It is not clear how differences in participation criteria across states might affect the goal of en-
suring that the appropriate population of students participates in the AA-AAS. Several factors
will enter into this:

» The level of detail used in defining the criteria that are used for determining whether a stu-
dent should participate in the AA-AAS (e.g., communication deficit versus non-symbolic
communicator)

» Requirements for including certain pieces of information or documentation
» Transition plans to new assessment system

 Strictness regarding requirements versus guidelines in criteria
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Decisions for ELLs

Several states did mention English Language Learner (ELL) status of students and how this
might affect decisions about participation in the AA-AAS. In some of these states’ policies,
there was limited mention of ELLS, such as the federal regulation that allows for new arrivals to
be exempted from participation in Reading/ELA assessments, or the indication that ELL status
could not determine participation in the AA-AAS.

Further, it is important for states to be careful in describing participation criteria with regard to
language proficiency. For example, referring to ELL status vs. English proficiency could have
different nuances for decision-making for students on an AA-AAS. Both terms could refer to
ELL status, but clearly, English proficiency also applies more broadly to all students and not
only those who qualify for ELL services.

Suggestions for the Assessment Consortia

Several of the findings from this study have implications for the assessment consortia develop-
ing regular assessments (PARCC and SBAC), alternate assessments (DLM and NCSC), and
ELP assessments (ASSETS). For example, all of the consortia will be developing criteria for
determining who participates in each of their assessments. States in a consortium will want to
discuss exactly where criteria should be placed, and to what extent there should be overlap across
different state documents. Further, training and professional development certainly benefit from
consistent materials, and this will become of increased importance as the consortia determine
their participation policies and the training and professional development to support them.

Previous findings have implications for the consortia as well. For example, a comparison of the
categories reflected in this analysis of AA-AAS participation policies and the analysis of par-
ticipation and accommodation policies for all assessments, but primarily the regular assessment
(Christensen, Braam, Scullen, & Thurlow, 2009), showed similar participation criteria categories.
Still, it is possible that these general criteria may not be specific enough to narrowly define the
population of students who should participate in the AA-AAS. This would affect all consortia
by possibly introducing gaps in the students who are covered by the participation criteria.

Limitations

Issues with terminology were encountered in our examination of states’ AA-AAS participa-
tion policies. A previous analysis of AA-AAS participation policies noted similar issues with
terminology (Musson et al., 2010). To avoid possible misinterpretation, we generally retained
the language used by states, with the risk of overlapping meaning in terms or having differ-
ent results in the number of states with certain criteria due to states using different categorical
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levels or different levels of detail in describing criteria. We believed that within the context of
a single state’s policy the actual language used within a written participation policy would be
more transparent.

Future analyses could examine the relationship between the AA-AAS participation rates and
some of the specific criteria that states include in their participation guidelines (see NCEO,
2011). This type of analysis could look at some of the less frequently used criteria, or the defini-
tions of certain criteria (such as “significant cognitive disability””) to determine whether certain
definitions and criteria result in an increase or decrease in the rate of students participating in
the AA-AAS. It would also be important to examine the effects of training on the criteria.

NCEO 19



References

Achieve. (2010). Closing the expectations gap: Fifth annual 50 state progress report on the align-
ment of high school policies with the demands of college and careers. Washington, DC: Author.

Center for K-12 Assessment & Performance. (2012, March). Coming together to raise achieve-
ment: New assessments for the Common Core State Standards. Washington, DC: ETS.

Christensen, L. L., Braam, M., Scullin, S., & Thurlow, M. (2011). 2009 State Policies on As-
sessment Participation and Accommodations for Students with Disabilities (Synthesis Report
83). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on Educational Outcomes.

Lazarus, S. S., Hodgson, J. R., Price, L. M., & Thurlow, M. L. (2011). States’ participation
guidelines for alternate assessments based on modified academic achievement standards (AA-
MAS) in 2010 (Synthesis Report 82). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National
Center on Educational Outcomes.

Lazarus, S. S., Hodgson, J., & Thurlow, M. L. (2010). States’ participation guidelines for
alternate assessments based on modified academic achievement standards (AA-MAS) in
2009 (Synthesis Report 75). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on
Educational Outcomes.

Lazarus, S. S., Rogers, C., Cormier, D., & Thurlow, M. L. (2008). States’ participation guide-
lines for alternate assessments based on modified academic achievement standards (AA-MAS)
in 2008 (Synthesis Report 71). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center
on Educational Outcomes.

Musson, J. E., Thomas, M. K., Towles-Reeves, E., & Kearns, J. F. (2010). An analysis of state
alternate assessment participation guidelines. Journal of Special Education, 44(2), 67-78.

NCEO. (2011, June). Participation guidelines for new assessments: Thinking through their
development (NCEO Brief #3). Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, National Center
on Educational Outcomes.

Porter, A., McMaken, J., Hwang, J., & Yang, R. (2011). Common core standards: The new U.S.
intended curriculum. Educational Researcher, 40(3), 103-116.

Shriner, J. G., Ysseldyke, J. E., Thurlow, M. L., & Honetschlager, D. (1994). “All” means “all’":
Including students with disabilities in performance-based systems. Educational Leadership,
51(6), 38-42.

20 NCEO



Thurlow, M. L., & Ysseldyke, J. (1997). Large-scale assessment participation and reporting
issues: Implications for local decisions. Diagnostique, 22(4), 225-236.

NCEO 21



22

NCEO



Appendix A

AA-AAS Documents Used in Review

State

Document

Alabama

Accommodations Manual, January 2010
https://docs.alsde.edu/documents/91/Alabama%20Student%20Assessment%20
Program%20and%20Policies%20for%20Students%200f%20Special%20Popula-
tions%20January%202010.pdf

Alabama Alternate Assessment Overview 9.9.2010.pdf and IEP Accommodations
Checklist Alabama Alternate Assessment Revised 2007

American
Samoa

American Samoa Teacher’s Guide on Alternate Assessment Based on Alternate
Achievement Standards (Draft)

Alaska

Participation Guidelines Web_2011.pdf http://search.yahoo.com/r/
yIt=A00G7nbkEAIPVWEAOaFXNyoA;_ylu=X30DMTEydDFsc3U3BHNIYw
NzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGIkAOgONjZfODI-/SIG=137e72bbu/
EXP=1326416228/**https%3a//eed.alaska.gov/tls/assessment/pdf_files/Participa-
tionGuidelinesWeb_2011.pdf

Information from training pages on Web site with registration and password re-
quired

Arizona

All forms and documents can be located on this page
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/aimsa/special-education-directors/
Alternate Assessment Test Administration Directions
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-test-administra-
tion-directions.pdf

Test Administration Directions Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards Alter-
nate (AIMS-A) 2011
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-test-administra-
tion-directions.pdf

Special Education Directors’ Manual
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-special-educa-
tion-directors-manual.pdf

Eligibility Form
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/aimsa/special-education-directors/

Arkansas

Arkansas Alternate Assessment Administration Manual for Grades 3-8
http://arkansased.org/testing/pdf/assessment/alt_gr3-8 11_admin_062510.pdf
2011-2012 Arkansas Alternate Portfolio Assessment Participant Validation Form
http://arkansased.org/testing/pdf/assessment/alt_gr3-8 11_valid_051611.pdf

California

CAPA Core Adaptations
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/coreadaptations.asp
CAPA Participation Criteria, http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/participcritria.asp
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https://docs.alsde.edu/documents/91/Alabama%20Student%20Assessment%20Program%20and%20Policies%20for%20Students%20of%20Special%20Populations%20January%202010.pdf
https://docs.alsde.edu/documents/91/Alabama%20Student%20Assessment%20Program%20and%20Policies%20for%20Students%20of%20Special%20Populations%20January%202010.pdf
https://docs.alsde.edu/documents/91/Alabama%20Student%20Assessment%20Program%20and%20Policies%20for%20Students%20of%20Special%20Populations%20January%202010.pdf
http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oG7nbkEA9PVwEA0aFXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEydDFsc3U3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0g0NjZfODI-/SIG=137e72bbu/EXP=1326416228/**https%3a//eed.alaska.gov/tls/assessment/pdf_files/ParticipationGuidelinesWeb_2011.pdf
http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oG7nbkEA9PVwEA0aFXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEydDFsc3U3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0g0NjZfODI-/SIG=137e72bbu/EXP=1326416228/**https%3a//eed.alaska.gov/tls/assessment/pdf_files/ParticipationGuidelinesWeb_2011.pdf
http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oG7nbkEA9PVwEA0aFXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEydDFsc3U3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0g0NjZfODI-/SIG=137e72bbu/EXP=1326416228/**https%3a//eed.alaska.gov/tls/assessment/pdf_files/ParticipationGuidelinesWeb_2011.pdf
http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oG7nbkEA9PVwEA0aFXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEydDFsc3U3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0g0NjZfODI-/SIG=137e72bbu/EXP=1326416228/**https%3a//eed.alaska.gov/tls/assessment/pdf_files/ParticipationGuidelinesWeb_2011.pdf
http://search.yahoo.com/r/_ylt=A0oG7nbkEA9PVwEA0aFXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEydDFsc3U3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDMQRjb2xvA2FjMgR2dGlkA0g0NjZfODI-/SIG=137e72bbu/EXP=1326416228/**https%3a//eed.alaska.gov/tls/assessment/pdf_files/ParticipationGuidelinesWeb_2011.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/aimsa/special-education-directors/
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-test-administration-directions.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-test-administration-directions.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-test-administration-directions.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-test-administration-directions.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-special-education-directors-manual.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2011/10/aims-a-2012-special-education-directors-manual.pdf
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/aimsa/special-education-directors/
http://arkansased.org/testing/pdf/assessment/alt_gr3-8_11_admin_062510.pdf
http://arkansased.org/testing/pdf/assessment/alt_gr3-8_11_valid_051611.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/coreadaptations.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/participcritria.asp

Colorado

Colorado Accommodations Manual 2010-2011
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2010/2010_Accommoda-
tions_Manual.pdf

CSAPA Administration Training 2010-2011
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2010/2010_CSAPA_Pre-
sentation.ppt

CSAPA Eligibility Worksheet
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2011/CSAPA_Eligibil-
ity_Worksheet.pdf

New one called CoALT: [same document content, different name]
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/CoAltEligibility.pdf

Common-
wealth of the
Northern Mari-
anna Islands

CNMI Alternate Assessment Teachers’ Guide
http://pac6.org/images/upload/CNMI_Teachers_Guide May 2010.doc

Connecticut

Assessment Guidelines, 2011-2012
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/agl/resources/Assessment-
Guideline2011-12.pdf

CMT/CAPT Skills Checklist- Web page includes training materials
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/checklist/index.htm

Delaware

Main Page: http://de.portal.airast.org/tab_dcasalt1.html

Guidelines for Inclusion

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/files/ _Guidelines_for_Inclusion_8-11.pdf

State Assessment Coordinator Manual
http://de.portal.airast.org/resources/Alt1%20Resources/DCAS-Alt1_SAC_2011-
2012.pdf

Test Administration Manual
http://de.portal.airast.org/resources/Alt1%20Resources/DCAS-Alt1_TAM_2011-

2012.pdf

District of
Columbia

DC CAS Alt Assessment Criteria
http://osse.dc.gov/service/dc-cas-alt-participation-criteria-and-forms

2011-2012 DC CAS Alt Procedures Handbook
http://osse.dc.gov/publication/dc-cas-altprocedures-handbook [This document
mentions Pathways to Learning document to show examples of modifications, but
these were not found at the linked sites in the document.]

Federated
States of
Micronesia

FSM AA-AAS & Accommodations Guide FINALpdf

FSM Alternate Assessment Based on Alternate Achievement Standards Teacher
Guide

Guidelines for Including Students with Disabilities in the National Standardized
Test (NST) and Criteria for Participation in an Alternate Assessment Based on
Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS)

Florida

Florida Alternate Assessment Participation Checklist http://info.fldoe.org/docush-
are/dsweb/Get/Document-1858/AA%20Check.pdf

Alternate Administration Manual 2010-11 http://www.fldoe.org/asp/pdf/fl-alt assess-
ment-manual.pdf

Object Exchange List 2011 http://www.fldoe.org/asp/pdf/oel.pdf
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http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2010/2010_Accommodations_Manual.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2010/2010_Accommodations_Manual.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2010/2010_CSAPA_Presentation.ppt
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2010/2010_CSAPA_Presentation.ppt
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2011/CSAPA_Eligibility_Worksheet.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/csapa/2011/CSAPA_Eligibility_Worksheet.pdf
http://pac6.org/images/upload/CNMI_Teachers_Guide___May_2010.doc
http://de.portal.airast.org/tab_dcasalt1.html
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/files/_Guidelines_for_Inclusion_8-11.pdf
http://de.portal.airast.org/resources/Alt1%20Resources/DCAS-Alt1_SAC_2011-2012.pdf
http://de.portal.airast.org/resources/Alt1%20Resources/DCAS-Alt1_SAC_2011-2012.pdf
http://de.portal.airast.org/resources/Alt1%20Resources/DCAS-Alt1_TAM_2011-2012.pdf
http://de.portal.airast.org/resources/Alt1%20Resources/DCAS-Alt1_TAM_2011-2012.pdf
http://osse.dc.gov/service/dc-cas-alt-participation-criteria-and-forms
http://osse.dc.gov/publication/dc-cas-altprocedures-handbook

Georgia

GAA Examiner’s Manual for 2010-2011
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/GAA%20Examiners%20Manu-
al%202010.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F69B0943C60C3D481CEA382EE2CEFD7E
E0238B6EDFABFE3937&Type=D

Guam Guam Department of Education Guidelines for Including Students with Disabilities
in the Stanford Achievement Test-10th Edition (SAT-10) and Criteria for Participa-
tion in an Alternate Assessment Based on Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-
AAS) and
Guam Department of Education Accommodations Manual

Hawaii Student Assessment Section (SAS) Participation Guidelines on Web site AND
Hawaii State Alternate Assessment (HSAA)

Participation Criteria Checklist
http://sao.k12.hi.us/assessment/hawaiistatealternateassessment/index.htm

Idaho Eligibility Guidelines 2011-12
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/Eligibility%20Guide-
lines%2011_30_10.doc
ISAT Alt Manual 2011-2012 and Accommodations Guidelines
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/ISAT_Alt Manu-
al_11_30.doc
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/Accommodations-
Guidelines_11_30_10.xls

lllinois lllinois Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines 2011-2012
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/2012/iaa/lAA_Partic_Gdlines.pdf
Alternate Implementation Manual 2011 [NOTE: Includes link to “Reason for Not
Testing” coding document where more information was found regarding participa-
tion]
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/2011/iaa/implementation_manual.pdf

Indiana 2010-2011 ISTEP+ Program Manual
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/docs/ProgramManual.pdf

lowa Criteria for IEP Teams in Determining Student Eligibility for the lowa Alternate As-
sessment 1%, 2011-2012
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc
download&qid=11993&ltemid=4303
Area Education Agency Special Education Procedures Appendix: Documentation
Guide (July 1, 2011, revised)
http://www.iowaidea.org/pages/uploaded_files/Documentation%20Guide %20
July%201%202011%20revised.pdf

Kansas Eligibility Criteria for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities to participate in

the Kansas Alternate Assessment
http://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=iDZhGjaQDVI1%3d&tabid=2384&m
id=8885

Kansas 2011-2012 Alternate Assessment Teacher’s Guide, Aug 2011
http://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=wJNfC6 CvVEMM%3d&tabid=2384&m
id=8879

Alternate Implementation Guide 2010-11
http://www.cete.us/docs/2011/2011_KAA_Implementation_Guide.pdf
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http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/GAA%20Examiners%20Manual%202010.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F69B0943C60C3D481CEA382EE2CEFD7EE0238B6EDFABFE3937&Type=D
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/GAA%20Examiners%20Manual%202010.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F69B0943C60C3D481CEA382EE2CEFD7EE0238B6EDFABFE3937&Type=D
http://public.doe.k12.ga.us/DMGetDocument.aspx/GAA%20Examiners%20Manual%202010.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F69B0943C60C3D481CEA382EE2CEFD7EE0238B6EDFABFE3937&Type=D
http://sao.k12.hi.us/assessment/hawaiistatealternateassessment/index.htm
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/Eligibility%20Guidelines%2011_30_10.doc
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/Eligibility%20Guidelines%2011_30_10.doc
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/ISAT_Alt_Manual_11_30.doc
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/ISAT_Alt_Manual_11_30.doc
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/AccommodationsGuidelines_11_30_10.xls
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISATalt/docs/forms/AccommodationsGuidelines_11_30_10.xls
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/2012/iaa/IAA_Partic_Gdlines.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/2011/iaa/implementation_manual.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/docs/ProgramManual.pdf
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=11993&Itemid=4303
http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=11993&Itemid=4303
http://www.iowaidea.org/pages/uploaded_files/Documentation%20Guide%20July%201%202011%20revised.pdf
http://www.iowaidea.org/pages/uploaded_files/Documentation%20Guide%20July%201%202011%20revised.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=iDZhGjaQDVI%3d&tabid=2384&mid=8885
http://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=iDZhGjaQDVI%3d&tabid=2384&mid=8885
http://www.cete.us/docs/2011/2011_KAA_Implementation_Guide.pdf

Kentucky

Alternate Assessment Participation Guidelines
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/E136408D-23A2-48BE-95BA-
FD626D88FFFA/Q/AlternateAssessmentParticipationGuidelines.doc

2011-2012 Alternate Assessment Overview Administration Guides
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/1C35B092-4860-4F23-9B7A-157B255C
409C/0/201120120verviewAdministrationGuidelines.pdf

Alternate Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) Based
on Alternate Achievement Standards 2011-2012 Administration Guide for Section Il
Reading, Math, Writing, Science & Social Studies
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4FD7607C-C143-4989-BD3C-
3CC2AE272A0A/0/AdministrationGuidelinesAT 11final.pdf

Alternate Assessment and Accountability PowerPoint:
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/34A64072-A7F3-41E8-8983-FBB238A-
FAC1B/0/AlternateAssessmentandAccountabilityFolder.ppt

Extraordinary Circumstances Exemption Form:
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4962AD09-99E 1-42FC-B3CF-5C5E-
354F896E/0/ExtraordinaryCircumstancesForm20112012.doc

Kentucky Alternate Assessment Code of Ethics
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/17CAFAGA-B6F8-4996-8636-
E6050B9488A8/0/KENTUCKYALTERNATEASSESSMENTCODEOFETHICS.pdf

Louisiana

LEAP Alternate Assessment Level 1, (LAA 1) Participation Criteria
http://www.louisianaschools.net/Ide/uploads/4797.pdf

LAA1 AccommodationDocument
http://www.louisianaschools.net/Ide/uploads/18144.pdf

Maine

2011-2012 PAAP Administration Handbook
http://www.maine.gov/education/Isalt/paap/materialstools/index.htm#handbook

Maryland

ALT-MSA Participation Guidelines
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/alt
msa/?WBCMODE=Pre%25

Alt-MSA Handbook 2011
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/alt_msa/ALT-MSA_Handbook
Alt-MSA IEP Team Decision- Making Process Eligibility Tool
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/5F4F5041-02EE-4F3A-B495-
S5E4B3C850D3E/29893/AItMSAIEPTeamDecisionMakingProcessEligibilityToolR.
pdf

Technical Assistance Bulletin #17: Understanding the Criteria and Eligibility Pro-
cess for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities Participating in
the Maryland School Assessment Program
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/OF00C262-9EFD-4F58-80C3-
3DA05A224B2E/22587/TAB_17_Alt_MSA.pdf

Maryland Accommodations Manual (MAM)
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/840EFBB6-CD7D-404E-
8A77-E978F6D508AA/16337/MDAccommodationsManual_21108.pdf

Massachusetts

Requirements for the Participation of Students with Disabilities in MCAS (2011-
2012 Update) http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/participation/sped.pdf

2012 Educator Manual for MCAS-ALT
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/edmanual.pdf
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http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/E136408D-23A2-48BE-95BA-FD626D88FFFA/0/AlternateAssessmentParticipationGuidelines.doc
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/E136408D-23A2-48BE-95BA-FD626D88FFFA/0/AlternateAssessmentParticipationGuidelines.doc
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/1C35B092-4860-4F23-9B7A-157B255C409C/0/20112012OverviewAdministrationGuidelines.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/1C35B092-4860-4F23-9B7A-157B255C409C/0/20112012OverviewAdministrationGuidelines.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4FD7607C-C143-4989-BD3C-3CC2AE272A0A/0/AdministrationGuidelinesAT11final.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4FD7607C-C143-4989-BD3C-3CC2AE272A0A/0/AdministrationGuidelinesAT11final.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/34A64072-A7F3-41E8-8983-FBB238AFAC1B/0/AlternateAssessmentandAccountabilityFolder.ppt
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/34A64072-A7F3-41E8-8983-FBB238AFAC1B/0/AlternateAssessmentandAccountabilityFolder.ppt
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4962AD09-99E1-42FC-B3CF-5C5E354F896E/0/ExtraordinaryCircumstancesForm20112012.doc
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4962AD09-99E1-42FC-B3CF-5C5E354F896E/0/ExtraordinaryCircumstancesForm20112012.doc
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/17CAFA6A-B6F8-4996-8636-E6050B9488A8/0/KENTUCKYALTERNATEASSESSMENTCODEOFETHICS.pdf
http://www.education.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/17CAFA6A-B6F8-4996-8636-E6050B9488A8/0/KENTUCKYALTERNATEASSESSMENTCODEOFETHICS.pdf
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/4797.pdf
http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/uploads/18144.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/alt_msa/?WBCMODE=Pre%25
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/alt_msa/?WBCMODE=Pre%25
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/alt_msa/ALT-MSA_Handbook
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/5F4F5041-02EE-4F3A-B495-5E4B3C850D3E/29893/AltMSAIEPTeamDecisionMakingProcessEligibilityToolR.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/5F4F5041-02EE-4F3A-B495-5E4B3C850D3E/29893/AltMSAIEPTeamDecisionMakingProcessEligibilityToolR.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/5F4F5041-02EE-4F3A-B495-5E4B3C850D3E/29893/AltMSAIEPTeamDecisionMakingProcessEligibilityToolR.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/0F00C262-9EFD-4F58-80C3-3DA05A224B2E/22587/TAB_17_Alt_MSA.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/0F00C262-9EFD-4F58-80C3-3DA05A224B2E/22587/TAB_17_Alt_MSA.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/840EFBB6-CD7D-404E-8A77-E978F6D508AA/16337/MDAccommodationsManual_21108.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/840EFBB6-CD7D-404E-8A77-E978F6D508AA/16337/MDAccommodationsManual_21108.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/participation/sped.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/edmanual.pdf

Michigan Michigan Statewide Assessment Selection Guidance 2011-12 and the Test Admin-
istration Manual for 2011
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Michigan_Statewide_Assessment_Se-
lection_Guidelines_360226_7.pdf
and http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/1112_MEAP-ACC_TAM_WEB
ONLY_362117_7.pdf
Alternate Assessment Test Administration Manual
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MI-Access_10-11_TAM_FINAL_ on-
line_331399 7.pdf

Minnesota MTAS Task Administration Manual
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Accountability Programs/Assessment_and
Testing/Assessments/Alternate/Alternate_Manuals_Directions/index.html
2010-2011 Procedures Manual http://www.education.state.mn.us/MDE/Account-
ability Programs/Assessment_and_Testing/DAC_Corner/Policies_Procedures
Guidelines/index.html

Mississippi MAAECF Teacher Resource Guide and Determination of Participation Using Prog-
ress Rubric Form http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/osa/Special_Populations/MAAECF/
MAAECF_Determination_of Participation_Using_Progress_Rubric_Form_edit-
able.pdf

Missouri MAP-A Instructor’s Guide and Implementation Manual 2010-11
http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/assess/documents/2010-2011-MAP-A-Web-Instruc-
tors-Guide.pdf
Model IEP Form, Page 3 and Form D
http://dese.mo.gov/divspeced/Compliance/IEP/Index.html

Montana CRT - ALT Admin Manual
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/ CRT/TA/11CRTAItAdminManual.pdf

Nebraska IEP Team Guidelines
http://www.education.ne.gov/sped/assessment/I[EP_Team_Guidelines_Word_03
form.pdf

Nevada Administration Manual for NAA
http://nde.doe.nv.gov/NAA/2010-2011_NAA_AdministrationManual.pdf

New Hamp- 2010-2011 Participation Guide for NH Alternate http://www.education.nh.gov/in-

shire struction/assessment/necap/admin/documents/2010_11participtionguidefor_nh_al-
ternate_assessment.pdf
Supportive vs. Directive Prompts Document
http://www.measuredprogress.org/documents/10157/17184/Supportive_vs. Direc-
tive_Prompts.pdf
Writing Assessment Evidence Required for Assessment Submission, and Other
Content Area Documents (Math, Reading& Science).

New Jersey APA Procedures Manual 2010-2011

http://pem.ncspearson.com/nj/apa/%280plhbpynorerhu55a500kcbi%29/doc/
NJ%20APA%202010-2011%20Procedures%20Manual%208-30-10%20for%20
web%20posting.pdf
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http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/1112_MEAP-ACC_TAM_WEB_ONLY_362117_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/1112_MEAP-ACC_TAM_WEB_ONLY_362117_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MI-Access_10-11_TAM_FINAL_online_331399_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MI-Access_10-11_TAM_FINAL_online_331399_7.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Accountability_Programs/Assessment_and_Testing/Assessments/Alternate/Alternate_Manuals_Directions/index.html
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Accountability_Programs/Assessment_and_Testing/Assessments/Alternate/Alternate_Manuals_Directions/index.html
http://www.education.state.mn.us/MDE/Accountability_Programs/Assessment_and_Testing/DAC_Corner/Policies_Procedures_Guidelines/index.html
http://www.education.state.mn.us/MDE/Accountability_Programs/Assessment_and_Testing/DAC_Corner/Policies_Procedures_Guidelines/index.html
http://www.education.state.mn.us/MDE/Accountability_Programs/Assessment_and_Testing/DAC_Corner/Policies_Procedures_Guidelines/index.html
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/osa/Special_Populations/MAAECF/MAAECF_Determination_of_Participation_Using_Progress_Rubric_Form_editable.pdf
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/osa/Special_Populations/MAAECF/MAAECF_Determination_of_Participation_Using_Progress_Rubric_Form_editable.pdf
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/osa/Special_Populations/MAAECF/MAAECF_Determination_of_Participation_Using_Progress_Rubric_Form_editable.pdf
http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/assess/documents/2010-2011-MAP-A-Web-Instructors-Guide.pdf
http://dese.mo.gov/divimprove/assess/documents/2010-2011-MAP-A-Web-Instructors-Guide.pdf
http://dese.mo.gov/divspeced/Compliance/IEP/Index.html
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/CRT/TA/11CRTAltAdminManual.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/sped/assessment/IEP_Team_Guidelines_Word_03_form.pdf
http://www.education.ne.gov/sped/assessment/IEP_Team_Guidelines_Word_03_form.pdf
http://nde.doe.nv.gov/NAA/2010-2011_NAA_AdministrationManual.pdf
http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/necap/admin/documents/2010_11participtionguidefor_nh_alternate_assessment.pdf
http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/necap/admin/documents/2010_11participtionguidefor_nh_alternate_assessment.pdf
http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/necap/admin/documents/2010_11participtionguidefor_nh_alternate_assessment.pdf
http://www.measuredprogress.org/documents/10157/17184/Supportive_vs._Directive_Prompts.pdf
http://www.measuredprogress.org/documents/10157/17184/Supportive_vs._Directive_Prompts.pdf
http://pem.ncspearson.com/nj/apa/%280plhbpynorerhu55a500kcbi%29/doc/NJ%20APA%202010-2011%20Procedures%20Manual%208-30-10%20for%20web%20posting.pdf
http://pem.ncspearson.com/nj/apa/%280plhbpynorerhu55a500kcbi%29/doc/NJ%20APA%202010-2011%20Procedures%20Manual%208-30-10%20for%20web%20posting.pdf
http://pem.ncspearson.com/nj/apa/%280plhbpynorerhu55a500kcbi%29/doc/NJ%20APA%202010-2011%20Procedures%20Manual%208-30-10%20for%20web%20posting.pdf

New Mexico

NMAPA Test Administrator Manual, Spring 2011
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/AssessmentAccountability/AssessmentEvaluation/
NMAPA/dI11/TAM%20-%20Spring%202011%20(12.15.2010).pdf
Accommodations Manual Final
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/AssessmentAccountability/AssessmentEvaluation/
dl10/Accommodations%20Manual%20Final%2020101012%20_28 .pdf

New York

Alternate Assessment Manual
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/apda/nysaa/2010-2011/manual/guidelines.pdf
Appendix D Form
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/apda/nysaa/2010-2011/manual/appendix-d-forms.pdf

North Carolina

Eligibility 11 pdf Document, August 2011 http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/ac-
countability/policyoperations/tswd/x1eligibility11.pdf

Testing Students with Disabilities Publication, August 2011 http://www.ncpublic-
schools.org/docs/accountability/policyoperations/tswd/tswd1112.pdf

November 2010 Review of Accommodations form for EXTEND1
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/policyoperations/accommoda-
tions/x1accommsduringtest.pdf

North Dakota

ND Alternate Assessment 1 Manual 2011-12
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/speced/resource/alternate/NDAA1_Test_Directions

Manual.pdf

Ohio

AASWD 2011-12 Administration Manual
http://www.ohiodocs.org/AASWD/2011-2012/Spring%202012%20AASWD %20Ad-
ministration%20Manual_Final.pdf

Oklahoma

Portfolio Administration Manual
http://www.sde.state.ok.us/curriculum/SpecEd/pdf/Assessment/OAAP/PortfolioAd-
minManual.pdf

Criteria Checklist
http://www.sde.state.ok.us/curriculum/SpecEd/pdf/Assessment/OAAP/Criteria

Checklist.pdf

Oregon

2007-08 Technical Report: Oregon’s Statewide Assessment System Alternate As-
sessment, 2007-08 Assessment Scoring Protocols - updated January 2011
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/admin/alt/ea/extdtecdoc
ch1-3_0809-final.pdf

Pennsylvania

2010-2011 Administration Manual
http://www.pasaassessment.org/files/2010-2011%20Admin%20Manual.pdf

Puerto Rico IEP Development Manual
http://www.de.gobierno.pr/sites/de.gobierno.pr/files/MANUAL %20PE|1%20EDUCA-
CION%20ESPECIAL.pdf
Teacher Resource Guide for PPEA
http://www.de.gobierno.pr/sites/de.gobierno.pr/files/2011-12_PPEA_Resources
Guide.pdf

Republic of Guidelines for Including Students with Disabilities in the Republic of Palau

Palau Achievement Test (PAT) and Criteria for Participation in an Alternate Assessment
Based on Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS)

Republic of Guidelines for Including Students with Disabilities in the Marshall Islands Standard

the Marshall Achievement Test (MISAT) and Criteria for Participation in an Alternate Assess-
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http://www.ped.state.nm.us/AssessmentAccountability/AssessmentEvaluation/NMAPA/dl11/TAM%20-%20Spring%202011%20(12.15.2010).pdf
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/AssessmentAccountability/AssessmentEvaluation/NMAPA/dl11/TAM%20-%20Spring%202011%20(12.15.2010).pdf
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/AssessmentAccountability/AssessmentEvaluation/dl10/Accommodations%20Manual%20Final%2020101012%20_28_.pdf
http://www.ped.state.nm.us/AssessmentAccountability/AssessmentEvaluation/dl10/Accommodations%20Manual%20Final%2020101012%20_28_.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/apda/nysaa/2010-2011/manual/guidelines.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/apda/nysaa/2010-2011/manual/appendix-d-forms.pdf
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/policyoperations/tswd/x1eligibility11.pdf
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/policyoperations/tswd/x1eligibility11.pdf
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/policyoperations/tswd/tswd1112.pdf
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/policyoperations/tswd/tswd1112.pdf
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/policyoperations/accommodations/x1accommsduringtest.pdf
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/policyoperations/accommodations/x1accommsduringtest.pdf
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/speced/resource/alternate/NDAA1_Test_Directions_Manual.pdf
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/speced/resource/alternate/NDAA1_Test_Directions_Manual.pdf
http://www.ohiodocs.org/AASWD/2011-2012/Spring%202012%20AASWD%20Administration%20Manual_Final.pdf
http://www.ohiodocs.org/AASWD/2011-2012/Spring%202012%20AASWD%20Administration%20Manual_Final.pdf
http://www.sde.state.ok.us/curriculum/SpecEd/pdf/Assessment/OAAP/PortfolioAdminManual.pdf
http://www.sde.state.ok.us/curriculum/SpecEd/pdf/Assessment/OAAP/PortfolioAdminManual.pdf
http://www.sde.state.ok.us/curriculum/SpecEd/pdf/Assessment/OAAP/Criteria_Checklist.pdf
http://www.sde.state.ok.us/curriculum/SpecEd/pdf/Assessment/OAAP/Criteria_Checklist.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/admin/alt/ea/extdtecdoc_ch1-3_0809-final.pdf
http://www.ode.state.or.us/teachlearn/testing/admin/alt/ea/extdtecdoc_ch1-3_0809-final.pdf
http://www.pasaassessment.org/files/2010-2011%20Admin%20Manual.pdf
http://www.de.gobierno.pr/sites/de.gobierno.pr/files/MANUAL%20PEI%20EDUCACION%20ESPECIAL.pdf
http://www.de.gobierno.pr/sites/de.gobierno.pr/files/MANUAL%20PEI%20EDUCACION%20ESPECIAL.pdf
http://www.de.gobierno.pr/sites/de.gobierno.pr/files/2011-12_PPEA_Resources_Guide.pdf
http://www.de.gobierno.pr/sites/de.gobierno.pr/files/2011-12_PPEA_Resources_Guide.pdf

Rhode Island

2011-12 Participation Criteria for RIAA
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment/DOCS/Alternate/2011-12/2011-12_Participa-
tionCriteria_for_RIAA.pdf

2010-2011 RIAA Administration Manual
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment/DOCS/Alternate/2010-11/2010-11_RIAA_Ad-

min_Manual.pdf

South Carolina

2010-2011 South Carolina Alternate Test Administration Manual
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ac/Assessment/old/assessment/publications/documents/
SCAIt TAM 2011.pdf

South Dakota

Significant Cognitive Disability Eligibility Criteria
http://doe.sd.gov/oats/documents/dsaSigCog.pdf

Tennessee

TCAP-ALTPA Teacher Manual 2010-2011
http://www.tn.gov/education/assessment/doc/AltPA_TeacherManual10-11.pdf

Texas

Participation Requirements
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/\WorkArea/linkit.aspx?Linkldentifier=id&ltemID=2147500
8944&l1ibID=2147500889

Presentation Supports and Materials
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/\WorkAreal/linkit.aspx?Linkldentifier=id&ltemID=2147500
452&IiblD=2147500449

Ways to Demonstrate the Verbs Used in the STAAR Alternate Assessment Tasks
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/\WorkArea/linkit.aspx?Linkldentifier=id&ltemID=2147500
457&IiblD=2147500454

Comparison of Verbs Across Complexity Levels
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/\WorkArea/linkit.aspx?Linkldentifier=id&ltemID=2147501
761&liblID=2147501755

FAQs
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/\WWorkArea/linkit.aspx?Linkldentifier=id&ltemID=2147503
3544&l1iblID=2147503348

Clarification of Support vs. Cueing and Prompting Terms
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/\WorkArea/linkit.aspx?Linkldentifier=id&ltemID=2147500
451&liblD=2147500448

Assisting Students Performing STAAR Alternate Tasks
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/\WorkArea/linkit.aspx?Linkldentifier=id&ltemID=2147500
4504&IiblID=2147500447

Training Module 2 (requires log in to training center)

Utah

UAA Manual
http://www.schools.utah.gov/sars/DOCS/assessment/uaamanual.aspx

Special Needs Accommodation Policy 2011-2012
http://www.schools.utah.gov/sars/DOCS/assessment/Special_Needs_Accommo-
dations_Policy-pdf.aspx

Vermont

VTAAP Form 1 Eligibility
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_alternate/forms/EDU-VTAAP
Form_1_Eligibility and_Team_Information.pdf

Virginia

Procedures for Participation of Students with Disabilities in Virginia’s Accountability
System, April 2010
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/participation/participation_va_accountability
system.pdf

Alternate Assessment Manual 2010-2011
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/alternative_assessments/vaap_va_alt_assess-
ment_prog/implementation_manual.pdf
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http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment/DOCS/Alternate/2011-12/2011-12_ParticipationCriteria_for_RIAA.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment/DOCS/Alternate/2011-12/2011-12_ParticipationCriteria_for_RIAA.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment/DOCS/Alternate/2010-11/2010-11_RIAA_Admin_Manual.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment/DOCS/Alternate/2010-11/2010-11_RIAA_Admin_Manual.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ac/Assessment/old/assessment/publications/documents/SCAlt_TAM_2011.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/ac/Assessment/old/assessment/publications/documents/SCAlt_TAM_2011.pdf
http://doe.sd.gov/oats/documents/dsaSigCog.pdf
http://www.tn.gov/education/assessment/doc/AltPA_TeacherManual10-11.pdf
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500894&libID=2147500889
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500894&libID=2147500889
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500452&libID=2147500449
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500452&libID=2147500449
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500457&libID=2147500454
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500457&libID=2147500454
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147501761&libID=2147501755
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147501761&libID=2147501755
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147503354&libID=2147503348
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147503354&libID=2147503348
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500451&libID=2147500448
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500451&libID=2147500448
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500450&libID=2147500447
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147500450&libID=2147500447
http://www.schools.utah.gov/sars/DOCS/assessment/uaamanual.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/sars/DOCS/assessment/Special_Needs_Accommodations_Policy-pdf.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/sars/DOCS/assessment/Special_Needs_Accommodations_Policy-pdf.aspx
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_alternate/forms/EDU-VTAAP_Form_1_Eligibility_and_Team_Information.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/new/pdfdoc/pgm_alternate/forms/EDU-VTAAP_Form_1_Eligibility_and_Team_Information.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/participation/participation_va_accountability_system.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/participation/participation_va_accountability_system.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/alternative_assessments/vaap_va_alt_assessment_prog/implementation_manual.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/alternative_assessments/vaap_va_alt_assessment_prog/implementation_manual.pdf

US Virgin U.S. Virgin Islands Territorial Assessment of Learning (VITAL)
Islands http://www.usviosep.org/

Washington Student Participation
http://www.k12.wa.us/Assessment/AlternativeAssessment/pubdocs/StudentPartici-
pation.pdf

Teachers’ Guide for the WAAS Portfolio 2010-2011
http://www.k12.wa.us/Assessment/AlternativeAssessment/pubdocs/Teachers-
GuideComplete.pdf

West Virginia | West Virginia Guidelines for Participation in State Assessments 2010-2011
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/PARTICIPATION-GUIDELINES2010-2011.pdf

APTA Exam Manual 2010-2011
https://sites.google.com/a/wvde.k12.wv.us/oaar-file-cabinet/apta-1/APTAExamin-
ersManual2011.pdf?attredirects=0&d=1

Wisconsin Student Eligibility Criteria and Participation Checklist (Form 1-7A and 1-7) http:/
www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/doc/form-i7a.doc and http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/waa.html#eli
WAA 2010-2011 TAM and the Assessment Accommodations Matrix For Students
with Disabilities - updated 2011

http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/waatam.pdf

Assessment Accommodation Matrix for Students with Disabilities, Updated 2011
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/accomswd.pdf

Allowable Test Practices for All Students

http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/allowtestpr.pdf

FAQ pages

http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/oea/fag.html#admin
http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/oea/faqwaa.html#partc

Wyoming 2011 PAWS-ALT Administration of Accommodations http://edu.wyoming.gov/Li-
braries/Assessments/2011_PAWS-ALT_Administration_of Accommodations.sflb.
ashx

Participation Requirements for the Proficiency Assessments for Wyoming Students
Alternate (PAWS-ALT) - updated Fall 2010
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Assessments/Requirements_for_Participation
in_Wyoming_s_Alternate_Assessment_2011.sflb.ashx
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http://www.usviosep.org/
http://www.k12.wa.us/Assessment/AlternativeAssessment/pubdocs/StudentParticipation.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/Assessment/AlternativeAssessment/pubdocs/StudentParticipation.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/Assessment/AlternativeAssessment/pubdocs/TeachersGuideComplete.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/Assessment/AlternativeAssessment/pubdocs/TeachersGuideComplete.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/PARTICIPATION-GUIDELINES2010-2011.pdf
https://sites.google.com/a/wvde.k12.wv.us/oaar-file-cabinet/apta-1/APTAExaminersManual2011.pdf?attredirects=0&d=1
https://sites.google.com/a/wvde.k12.wv.us/oaar-file-cabinet/apta-1/APTAExaminersManual2011.pdf?attredirects=0&d=1
http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/doc/form-i7a.doc
http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/doc/form-i7a.doc
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/waatam.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/accomswd.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/pdf/allowtestpr.pdf
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Assessments/2011_PAWS-ALT_Administration_of_Accommodations.sflb.ashx
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Assessments/2011_PAWS-ALT_Administration_of_Accommodations.sflb.ashx
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Assessments/2011_PAWS-ALT_Administration_of_Accommodations.sflb.ashx
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Assessments/Requirements_for_Participation_in_Wyoming_s_Alternate_Assessment_2011.sflb.ashx
http://edu.wyoming.gov/Libraries/Assessments/Requirements_for_Participation_in_Wyoming_s_Alternate_Assessment_2011.sflb.ashx

Appendix B

Participation Policies and Criteria by Consortia and States
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